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ABSTRACT 

This report describes and discusses the findings of 
a project which involved ex-drug addicts in a multi-faceted 
educational program, the components of which included: (1) college 
education; (2) high school equivalency diploma study classes; (3) 
noncollegiat c courses in vocational and technical skills; (4) 
orientation of residents and teachers; and (5) special events. 

Program outcomes indicate that: (1) attrition rates in the 

residential therapeutic program were reduced for those involved in 
the educational populations and their reentry into "straight" society 
was facilitated; (3) they reverted to drugs less frequently and none 
returned to jail; (4) ex-addicts sufficiently motivated can complete 
college courses successfully; and (5) some residents are ready 
earlier than others for educational involvement depending on their 
stage in therapy. Conclusions and recommendations based on these 
findings are included. (TL) 
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FOREWORD 



The Boat'd of Regents has said that drug abuse "... is cutting at the 
very foundation of our social order". Education is one of several Lines of 
attack or, the present drug abuse problem* 

The pilot project described in this report has attempted to (1) In- 
volve the ex-addict while still under treatment with some type of advanced 
formal education (or structured training) and (2) to provide him a meaning- 
ful active experience with "straight" members of his peer group* 

The ex-addict, it is anticipated, will have greater occupational mobil- 
ity upon completion of the education phase and reentry into society. This 
should help him escape from his former environment and provide the needed 
motivation to remain free of drugG. 

Positive indications have encouraged continuance of this p 'oject for an- 
other year. It is far too early to make concrete claims of success, how- 
ever, the Department on the basis of preliminary findings, encourages 
similar treatment facilities to experiment with an educational component. 
Resourcefulness and community support are particularly important in 
order for a project of this type to be initiated, Cooperation of and be- 
tween the multiple supporting local agencies is a necessity* The agencies 
mutually supporting this particulai program are to be commended* 

Miss G, Ceraldine Dickson, Associate in the Bureau of Occupational 
Education Research, was coordinator of research and publication. Additional 
copies may be obtained by writing to the Bureau of Occupational Education 
Research, State Education Department i oooa 




Carl E, Wedekind, Director 
Division of Research 
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INTRODUCTION 

A. Purpose of the Study 

Though the unauti.orl zed use of prescriptive drugs is not new in this 
country, the extent of their consumption has alarmed large numbers of 
people in all walks of life. Hardly a day passes without the appearance 
of articles in the news media about drug abuse and addiction. The themes 
range from chemical analyses of drugs to methods for curbing their use. 

It 1 s understandable, then, that increasing attention should be paid 
to the drug abuse issue. The general assault on the problem is led not 
only by governmental agencies but also by civic associations, religious 
groups, school administrators, and private organizations. In numerous 
instances, groups with opposing political and/or social beliefs have joined 
forces to combat the evils of drug abuse. It is not at all surprising, 
therefore, that societal concern has prompted government at all levels to 
appropriate substantial funds for preventive and remedial aid purposes. 

The area of prevention includes drug educational programs, legislative 
restrictions, and law enforcement. Treatment methods include such activities 
as methadone stabilization, out-patient group counseling, and residential 
therapeutic programs. For the most part, remediation has been restricted 
to helping addicts and ex-addicts understand the causes of their addiction. 
The variety of programs that exist are somewhat bewildering, but the * jpid 
involvement of concerned communities is indicative of the seriousness with 
which the problem is being met. 
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Surprisingly absent from most drug therapeutic programs is an emphasis 



on education as both a therapeutic method and as preparation for reentry 
into normal aocicty. It would aeem logical to train ex-addicts for future 
Jobs, or at least to encourage them * o explore areas of learning, while 
they are in therapy. Yet the extent of such preparation at present is 
restricted mainly to general high school equivalency diploma programs. 

Not only does this restriction deny educational and training experiences 
to those who are not interested in securing the diploma; it provides little 
in the way of advanced training for those who already possess one. 

Educational involvement of ex-addicts who are in treatment programs 
could serve the following purposes: 

1. Career planning which would afford the ex-addict the 
opportunity to learn about career opportunities and to 
undertake specific vocational or technical training. 

2. Exploration to acquaint the ex-addict with the liberal 
arts, business, and other professional and technical areas. 

3. Therapy to add a new dimension to therapeutic programs 
by encouragirg the ex-addict to exploit his latent 

' - talents* 

4. Keduce attrition by providing a variety of educational 
experiences, thus encouraging the ex-addict to complete 
therapeutic treatment, In fact, education could be 
viewed as an Integral part of therapy, 

5. Aid society by providing people who (upon reentry) have 
■ productive skills or who will continue to study in 

. private and prblic educational institutions. < 
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With these objectives in mind, the investigators, in the spring of 
1969, conducted a planning study involving residents of Topic Houde, 1 a 
residential drug therapeutic community sponsored by the Nassau County Drug 
Abuse and Addiction Commission. The effort wes a cooperative venture 
between the Commission and Nassau Comrjnfty College with a Vocational 
Education Act grant from the New York State Education Department, Bureau 
of Occupational Education Research. 

B. The Planning Study (Phase 1) 

The thrust of the planning study was to determine how ex-drug addicts 
could be encouraged to enter the world of work through the cooperation of 
public educational agencies. 

Rehabilitation of ex-cddicts should involve not only emotional and 
physical aspects, but also include educational development. At the 
initiation of the study, the latter function was largely ignored at Topic 
House. The investigators directed their attention to incorporating an 
educational phase with a view toward technical and vocational training for 
job preparation. 

The investigators set out to determine: 

1. If an educational program was desired by the residents. 

2. Whether an educational program was advisable for Topic 
House residents. 

3. If advisable (and desired), the type needed. 



1 



Topic House - Treatment of People in Crisis. 
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C, Objectives of Phase I were: 

1. Vo develop a profile of the Topic House residents including 
their vocational experiences and career aspirations. 

2. Vo determine the specific educational need3 of Topic House 
residents thac would make them more readily employable. 

a. To determine the kind of instruction required in such 
programs. 

b. To determine whether Topic House residents required 
unique educational experiences, and whether these 
residents could merge with regular Nassau Community 
College students or with those at other established 
educational institutions. 

3. To determine the contributions that Topic House residents 
and administrators could make to the development of a 
joint col Lege/rehabilitation program. 

4. To analyze the existing facilities and programs at Nassau 
Community College, 

3. To determine whether residents of Topic House could benefit 

from educational programs conducted by Nassau Community College. 

D. Findings 

Profile of the Topic House Residents 

Interviews were held on an individual basis with the 73 Topic House 
residents, feven staff members were included, all of whom were ex-addicts. 
Each interview took 20 to 30 minutes. After discussing the purpose of the 
studyi all residents were exposed to a structured interview questionnaire. 
They were free nil tiroes to volunteer personal information, to talk 



about their backgrounds, and to discuss their aspirations. They were also 
encouraged to contact the investigators about any material or data they had 
forgotten to mention during the interview. 

Transcripts of records were requested from the last scholastic insti- 
tution indicated as attended by the resident. This inforroat ion was added 
to the resident's individual data file. 

Profile data were collected regarding age, sex, veteran status, 
marital status, employment record and vocational skill attainment, licenses 
held, vocational aspirations, educational achievement, intelligence 
quotients, and length of residence at Topic House, 

A complete report of procedures and findings of phase 1 can be found 
in the New York State Education Department, Bureau of Occupational Education 

Research, July 1969 publication: Study of Articulation Prp^ra_m_ Between 

2 

Nassau Community College and Topic House . 

The findings substantiated the need and desire for an educational 
program for Topic House residents. All parties involved in the study 
agreed that a pilot project should be undertaken during the 1969-70 academic 
year and that it should commence September 1969, 

The investigators, with support from the Bureau of Occupational Edu- 
cation Research, designed a program to meet specific needs of the residents. 
This program considered vocational , professional, and cultural aspirations 
as well as resident capabilities and achievements , It also contained plans 
for appropriate employment preparation. 



o 

A copy may be obtained by writing to the New York State Education Depart- 
ment, Room 468 EBA , Albany, New York 12224, 




U t 

5 



: 15 



THE PILOT PROGRAM (Phase II) 

Discussions were held with top-level administrators of the Nassau 
County Drug Abuse aiv 1 Addiction Commission. Policies were developed 
regarding the scope of the program lines of authority, communications, 
procedures and utilization of physical facilities. Though the basic work 
was to be conducted at Topic House, periodic contact was to be maintained 
with the Administrative Director of the Commission. Matters regarding 
research would be reviewed with the Director of Research and Evaluation. 
Liaison with out-patient groups would be maintained through the Director of 
Treatment and with Topic House residents through the additional help of the 
House Director, 

After initial contacts with the New York State Education Department's 
Administrator of the Office of Vocational Rehabilitation, it was agreed that 
the investigators would work closely with the Office of Vocational Reha- 
bilitation (CVT) counselors in interviewing Topic House residents. Active 
liaison was established with the OVR Regional Director who assumed the 
counseling role in o*,der to expedite the program. 

At a meeting attended by personnel from the New York State Education 
Department, the Nassau County Drug Abu*e and Addiction Commission, and the 
investigators, agreements were made regarding OVR's participation. They 

1. Medical and necessary psychiatric reports from the Drug 
Commission would precede C7R ap roval of clients# 

2# OVR would provide vocational counseling for all Topic 
House residents involved in the educational program. 

16 
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3. Topic House residents would be served by cho OVR 
office in Garden City* 

4. OVR would support appropriate educational and/or 
training programs for individual clients* 

5. PVR would support clients enrolled in co rses offered 
by only State recognized institutions. 

6. WR would authorize the client to secure required 
texts and supplies* 

The investigators discussed the program with the Registrar of 
'assau Community College who expressed great interest and offered cooperation. 
Key personnel In the Registrar's office were alerted to the program and 
issued instructions regarding their responsibilities* and met with the 
investigators who outlined the purpose of the study and established working 
procedures. 

A similar discussion was held with the Nassau Community College 
Bursar who also welcomed the study and prepared pertinent staff members 
with details of the program. The investigators also spoke with fhe Bursar's 

staff regarding the project. 

? 

Active work on the study did not start until August 1969 when it was 
agreed t\*t a limited number of residents would be accepted initially as 
OVR clients. This decision was made so that OVR personnel could do indepth 
counseling with a small number of residents rather than conduct less adequate 
investigations with a large group* 
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FIRST EDUCATIONAL GROUP- ENROLLED NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE-FALL 1969 SEMESTER 



Seventeen residents (IS of whom were among the initial 75 in the 
Phase I study) were accented for part-time enrollment at Nassau Community 
College tor the Fall 1969 semester. Their course selections were deter- 
mined by interviews with the investigators and the OVR counselor. 

Final decisions were made at a meeting attended by the Director of 
Treatment, the House Director, the OVR Counselor, and the investigators. 

It should be noted that these decisions evolved from careful evalu- 
ations of the residents* backgrounds, aspirations, and needs. The input 
from all concerned parties assured the residents of continuing support. 

TABLE l 
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PROFILE DATA OF 17 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY CC .LECE 
FALL 1969 SEMESTER 



Variable 


Number of 
Residents 


AGE: 




18-22 


7 * 


23-27 


10 ( 2 ) 


SEX: 




Male 


14 (2) 


Female 


3 


VETERAN STATUS: 




Veteran 


5 (1) 


Nonveteran 


12 (1) 


MARITAL STATUS: 




Married 


7 (2) 


Single 


10 


HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA: 


V 


General Equivalency 


5(1) 


Regular 


12 (1) 


OTIS 1*0, 




Mean 106.6 




Median 109 





* ( ) “ new residents not part o£ Initial 75. 
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Table l lists profile data for the 17 residents. The number married 
was proportionately higher than those of the Phase 1 group. Their IQ 
averages paralleled those of the initial 75, while the proportion of those 
between the ages of 18 and 22 was below that in the larger group. 

Table 2 shows the vocational goals of the 17 residents expressed at 
two intervals: March-April 1969, at the time of their first interview by 

the investigators; and August 1969, at the interview with the OVR counselor 
It is interesting to note that four of the five residents who moved out of 
the "uncertain*' category indicated drug addiction treatment as the area in 
which they wanted to work. Those who had specific business aspirations 
earlier maintained this interest. 



TABLE 2 

VOCATIONAL GOALS OF THE 17 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
FALL 1969 SEMESTER 



Goals 


Number of 


Residents 


Initial 

Interview 

3*4/69 


DVR 

Interview 

8/69 


Business 


A 


5 


Drug Addiction Treatment 


7 


U 


Uncertain 


6 


1 




9 






It is not difficult to Judge how well the vocational goals of the 17 
residents related to the courses in which they enrolled. An analysis of 
the data in Table 3 showed that those who had indicated business as a 
career selected relevant courses? Nine of those who aspired to careers 
in drug addiction treatment registered for basic courses in psychology and 
sociology. In their Judgment, these courses were clearly related to the 
type of work in which they were already involved or for which they wanted 
to prepare. 



TABLE 3 

COURSES TAKEN BY THE 17 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE * FALL 1969 SEMESTER 



; 


Number Enrolled 


Business Law Z 


l a 


Business Organization and Management 


1 


Data Processing (Introduction) 


1 


Marketing 


1 


English I 


2 C 


Creative Writing 


l a 


Effective Speaking 


4 b 


Paychology I 


4 C 


Sociology I 


5 b 


TOTAL 


20* 



a h c - 

9 9 Indicates the three students enrolled in two courses. 
* Reflects dual enrollment of three residents. 



3 

''All courses offered by the Nassau Community College were open to 
those residents with the proper prerequisites* Refer to the Nassau Community 
College catalog for course listing* 
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The enrollment in the course* Effective Speaking* reflected some of 
the residents 1 concern with difficulties in verbal expression. The inter- 
vie. i he- revealed these insecurities, and the residents were anxious to 
remedy the situation. 

To avoid registration frustrations, the investigators arranged enroll 
ments for the residents. This involved! 

1. the completion of applications for college entrance. 

The investigators conducted this activity in a group 
session. Minor problems developed concerning the 
possession of social security numbers, location of 
general equivalency diplomas, identification of college 

study areas, and proof of bona fide residence in Nassau County, 

2. the determination of days and hours when the residents 
could attend' classes , If possible, conflicts with 
House responsibilities were to be avoided, 

3. the availability of courses compatible with resident 
time. Where a conflict occurred, a substitute course 
was selected or the resident's House duty schedule was 
changed. If a closed class (because of the College's 
pre-registration system) was an obstruction, the invest!* 
gators discussed the matter with the appropriate department 
chairman and, more often than not, satisfactory accommo- 
dations were made. 

4. the reservation of course cards in the Registrar's office. 

It was essential to do this since open registration could 
undo the carefully laid planB concerning compatible work 
and class schedules. 
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5. completion of college invoices. This was done with the 
residents as a group to acquaint them with the standard 
Nassau Community College registration forms. 

6. the presentation of completed applications and invoices, 
along with course cards, to the College Bursar. The 
investigators served as liaison between the OVR office 
and the Bursar. CVR authorization forms for tuition, 
books, and supplies were secured by the investigators 
and were processed collectively with the Bursar. 

7. this involved verification by the Bursar, the delivery 
to the residents of their receipted invoices. Written 
instructions were attached to the invoices explaining 
details about the first class session. 

8. a check of the records of five of the residents who had 
previously applied to the College, of whom two had 
actually attended. 

The investigators maintained a schedule of classes in which the 
residents were enrolled. This master list was to be used for reference 
purposes. 

After discussion with the Director of Treatment, the House Director, 
and the residents, it was decided to inform the instructors of the students' 
treatment status. This decision was based on the feeling that the students 
would be more comfortable knowing that the instructors were aware of their 
therapy and also that the instructors might want additional Information 
concerning them. 
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Prlpr to the start of school, the investigators conducted an orien- 
tation session at Topic House with the 17 student residents. The seminar 
was designed to supply information, allay fears, and so i: a positive tone. 

The following matters were discussed: 

1. Class schedules 

2. Expectations 

3. Behavior in class 

4. How to study 

5. Availability of investigators for help 

The orientation format consisted of opening remarks by the investi- 
gators, questions from the residents with responses from both the investi- 
gators and the residents, and encouraging closing words by the investigators. 
How-to-study guides were distributed with ample comment about the techniques 
contained therein. Each resident was issued a college catalog for infor- 
mational planning use. % 

Before classes started, several residents requested program changes. 

The ; asons for these changes were of two types: (1) altered responsi- 

bilities at the House, and (2) a desire to take two courses rather than 
one. Before a schedule change was effected based upon the second reason, 
permission was received from the House Director and the OVR counselor. 

The investigators sent a note to the residents congratulating them 
on their enrollment at the College. Instructions were also included * 
pertaining to the start of classes. 

Since it was possible that OVR authorization forms for books might be 
delayed, the investigators developed a temporary form for use at the 
College Bookstore. The store manager was very cooperative and agreed :o 
accept the temporary forms pending receipt of the official OVR authorizations. 
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The students were then Issued the forms* along with instructions ar to 
their use. 

Arrangements were made for che residents to have their pictures taken 
for identification card purposes. However, in this instance they were 
required to make their own appointments. The investigators explained the 
importance of the cards, with particular emphasis placed upon their use 
in the Library. 

Several residentc would be driving to the College; therefore, parking 
permits had to be secured. This was handled by the investigators through 
the completion of forms provided by the College Security Office. The 
residents filled out the forms under supervision of one of the investigators 
Parking regulations were issued with appropriate explanations about 
authorised parking areas. 

Several instructors inquired about the project and requested an orien- 
tation session with the investigators. The latter complied willingly and* 
because of time conflicts, met individually with the faculty members, 

i 

The discussions covered the purpose of the program, the status of the 
residents in therapy, absence and grading policies, treatment of the 
residents as students, and liaisor with the investigators. It wa^ agreed 
that while the instructors would aid the residents when necessary, the 
latter would have to meet all requirements of their courses. The residents* 
involvement in drug therapy was not to afford them special consideration 
in the discharge of their responsibilities as students. 

An interesting result of the orientation with the instructors was the 
close relationships several of them developed with the residents. They 
were invited to Topic House for lunch and/or dinner and returned the 
invitations. They held extra laboratory sessions, loaned books, and 
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discussed their students 1 progress with the investigators. They made 
special efforts to establish classroom climates where the residents could 
feel wanted in their groups. In soire cases and with the agreement ol '.he 
residents, the letters' backgrounds were used to develop a learning 
sequence . 

Shortly before mid-semester , the instructors were asked to write 
comments about the residents 2 progress. The information vas to be us p d 

by the investigators for evaluation sessions with the students. 

During the semester, the investigators conferred frequently with the 

residents and the coordinators. A variety of problems was encountered, 
including the following: 

1. Short- terra hospitalization of a resident 

2. Depression of a resident arising from drug therapy 

3. Discomfort of a resident with a class assignment 
involving an oral presentation 

4. Interference of outside job with school schedule 
Insecurity of a resident regarding his capacity to 
overcome a nonintellectual background 

6. Pregnancy 

7. Anxieties created by the assumption of an excessive 
number of responsibilities 

8. Impending marriage 

9. Temporary reversion to drugs 

10. Lack of Interest in studies 

11. Transportation from Job 
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The investigators relied upon House personnel and the OVR counselor 
for aid in the resolution of many of the problems, which had to be treated 
at all times with recognition of the therapeutic demands. It was under- 
stood that while the educational program was considered e paii. of the 
House program, different needs often took priority. It was appreciated, 
however, that constant attention to problems would enhance the operation 
of the program. 

The final grades received by the residents are reflected below in 
Table 4. 



TABLE 4 



INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCE OF THE 17 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
ATTENDING NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLAGE - FALL 1969 SEMESTER 



Resident ID No. 


Courses Taken 


Grade* 


.Title 


Number 


1 


Sociology I 


1 


B 


2 


Data Processing (Intro.) 


l 


B 


14 


Business Organisation and 






- 


Management 


1 


NP 


27 


Sociology I 


1 


F 


34 


Psychology I 


1 


C 


37 


Psychology I 


l 


B 


43 


Psychology I 


l 


D4 


44 


Sociology I 


l 


r> 

w 


46 


Creative Writing 




A 




Business Law 1 


c 


WP 


48 


English 1 


1 


A 


50 


Effective Speaking 




WF 




Sociology I 


C 


WP 


56 


Sociology I 


l 


WP 


| 65 


Effective Speaking 


1 


B 


68 


Marketing 


l 


WP 


69 


Effective Speaking 


l 


c 


76 


Psychology I 


2 


c+ 




English I 




c+ 


77 


Effective Speaking 


i 


c 


17 


20 


- 



* Complete explanation of grading system - refer to Appendix A 
ID # 1-75 “ initial group at Topic House 
76- « new residents at Topic House 
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A review of the final tranjcripts indicated that 13 residents had 
persisted as students; two of these received grades of "incomplete" that 
eventually became an F and B, Eleven of the persisting residents were 
from the initial group of 75; eight males and three females* Both male 
students from the new resident group completed at least one of the courses 
attempted. 

Eleven of the persisting students attempted a single course load; 
ten earned passing markb The one student who failed had a record of 
excessive absences, 

Two persistors had been taking two courses each: one completed and 

passed both; the other completed and passed one, withdrawing from the 
second. 

At the end of the semester, the instructors were asked to comment 
about the residents* performances. The reactions (Table 5) fell into four 
general categories; multiple comments concerning an individaul student 
were possible. 

Categories 1 and 11 indicate that 14 of the 17 residents impressed 
their instructors with positive characteristics. An analysis of these 14 
individuals' performances revealed that ten of them received passing g\ades 
The two remaining students who achieved passing grades received only 
comments included in Categories 111 and IV, 

Comments regarding all five nonpassing (failure or withdrawal) students 
are registered in Categories III and IV* Four of these five resident s 
also received favorable comments as reflected by the count in Category I. 
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TABLE 5 



INSTRUCTORS' COMMENTS ABOUT THE 17 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
ATTENDING NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
FALL 1969 SEMESTER 


CATEGORY 


COMMENTS 


NUMBER OF 
RESIDENTS 


I 


Positive 

Attentive 

Participates 

Serious 

Well Motivated 


9 


11 


Fine Student 
Intelligent 
Mature 
Potential 


5 




No comments 




III 


Negative 

Deficiencies in Reading and 
Understanding of Concepts 
Deficiencies in Verbal and 
Written Expression 


7 


IV 


Did not complete work 
Excessive absences 
Inattentive-rarely took notes 
Lack of Interest 
Rejected help 


7 



Behavior characteristics displayed by the resident while in the 
program were evaluated by the investigators based on observations made 
during the individual sessions held with each resident. The comments are 
grouped into three general categories in Tabl-J 6; multiple comments ;*bout 
each resident were possible. 
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TABLE 6 



INVESTIGATORS' COMMENTS ABOUT THE 17 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS ATTENDING 
NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE ^ FALL 1969 SEMESTER 


CATEGORY 


COMMENTS 


NUMBER OF 

residents 


I 


Positive 

Motivated 

Sees Need for Education for Career 
Serious 

Willing to Work Hard 


8 


11 


Articulate 

Intelligent 

Potential 

Shows Insight - Mature 


7 


111 

1 


Negative 

Does Not Act Upon Offers of Help 
Insecure - Fear of Failure 
Insufficiently Motivated 
Unreliable 

1 


9 



Fifteen of the 17 residents were identified with positive character- 
istics; seven of these also revealed additional characteristics of insecurity 
and improper motivation (Category 111). Two residents were identified as 
displaying only negative characteristics and are included in Category 11 T . 

Hear the completion of the semester, the investigators and the OVR 
counselor again interviewed the 17 residents to determine their tentative 
plans after completion of the Fall 1969 semester* This procedure was 
undertaken to prepare the groundwork for further programming. Recommendations 
were made by and in conjunction with the Director of Treatment and the 
House Director; final decisions concerning future educational involvement 
were made. 
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One of the residents had withdrawn from the college without explana- 
tion. His status as a OVR client changed as a result of the withdrawal; 
he agreed to pay future college costs himself. Two residents who were 
recommended for reevaluation felt unsure of their direction but did not 
want to continue at the college. 

The 1970 plane of this first group of 17 residents involved in the 
educational program are listed in Table 7. Ten of those who had completed 
the first semester plus two who had withdrawn reenrolled in the College 
for the Spring 1970 semester. Of particular interest was the number of 
enrollments in preparatory courses. The six residents who selected these 
courses recognized certain academic deficiencies in themselves as a result 
of their previous semester's experience and, in counseling sessions* decided 
upon the basic courses. 

TABLE 7 



THE JANUARY 1970 PUNS OF THE 17 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS WHO 
ATTENDED NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE DURING FALL 1969 SEMESTER 


PLAN 


NUMBER OF RESIDENTS 


1. Continued enrollment at Nassau Community 




College for Spring 1970 semester: 




a. Under OVR auspices 


11 


b. At own expense 


1 


2. Recvaluat ion of educational program 




involvement 


3 


3. Elimination from Program: 




a. Marriage 


1 


b. No longer interested 


1 


TOTAL 


17 




30 

20 



The three residents who asked for reevaidation felt that an educational 
medium other than an academic institution might better serve their purposes. 
The DVR counselor made plans for further investigation of available facili- 
ties to meet these needs. 

The investigators used the same procedure for dealing with those who 
continued at the College for the Spring 1970 semester as they had during 
the Fall 1969 semester. Modifications were made to account for the resi- 
dents’ status as second-semester students. 

The individual scholastic performances at the completion of the Spring 
1970 semester (Table 8) show that six students completed the semester; five 
earned passing grades in at least one course, 

TABLE 8 



INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCE OF 12 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
(FROM THE FIRST GROUP OF 17 RESIDENTS) AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

SPRING 1970 STMESTER 


RESIDENT 
ID NO. 


COURSES TAKEN 


GRADE* 


TITLE 


NUMBER 










1 


Preparatory Reading 




WP 




Preparatory Math 


2 


u 


2 


Afro-American History 




WP 




Math 1 (Concepts) 


2 


WP 


27 


Preparatory Reading 


1 


WP 


37 


Effective Speaking 


1 


NP 


43 


Preparatory Reading 


1 


WP 


44 


Intermediate Drawing 


1 


B+ 


46 


Western Civilization 1 


1 


C+ 


48 


Psychology 1 




B 




Western Civilization 1 


2 


• B 


50 


Psychology 11 


2 


B 




English 1 




B 


56 


Preparatory Reading 


1 


WP 


69 


Business Organization end Management 


1 


WP 


76 


Preparatory English 




s 




Math 11 (Statistics) 


3 


WP 


i 


Psychology 11 




B 


12 


18 


m 



* Complete explanation of grading system - refer to Appendix A 
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Four students enrolled for two courses each: one withdrew from both 



classes; another withdrew from one and earned "U" in the second; the 
remaining two students passed both courses attempted. One student enrolled 
in three classes; passing two and withdrawing from one. Of the seven 
students who enrolled for a single course, only two completed and passed 
the courses. 

Comments from instructors and the investigators were not gathered on 
this group during the Spring 1970 semester. 

Five residents from this first group to be involved in an educational 
program did not reenroll in the College during the Spring 1970 semester. 

They were, however, interviewed by the investigators during that period. 

One girl was preparing for her impending marriage but indicated a desire to 
resume college studies in the fall. Another resident, who had completed 
Cpasaing) the first semester and then had ruled out a college program, 
asked for reconsideration for fall enrollment, A third resident expressed 
interest in long-distance driver training and initiated appropriate dis- 
cussions with the OVR counselor. The remaining two residents continued 
therapy without involvement in the educational program. 

During the Spring 1970 semester, the investigators arranged preenrollments 

in the College for both Summer and Fall 1970 sessions. One student enrolled 

for the summer (refer to Table 9) and fall, ten other students preenrolled 
for the fall . 

TABLE 9 



INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCE OF ONE TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENT 
(FROM THE FIRST GROUP OF 17 RESIDENTS) AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
SUMMER* 1970 , 



RESIDENT 
ID NO. 


COURSES TAKEN 


GRADE** 


TITLE 


NUMBER 


50 


General Biology 1 




B 




General Biology 11 




C+ 




Concepts of Mathematics 




D + 




Effective Speakin* 




A 


1 


4 





* >umner - two sessions 

** Complete explanation of grading system - refer to Appendix A 
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The subject areas in which the 11 residents preenro 1 led for the Fall 
1970 semester vary greatly (Table 10). The U different courses indicate 
A wide range of interests. Particular attention should be paid to the 
emphasis on the courses. Effective Speaking, Preparatory English, and Prep- 
aratory Reading and Composition. They are indicative of the group's con- 
tinuing concern with communication needs. 

TABLE 10 



COURSES IN WHICH 11 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS (FROM THE FIRST GROUP 
OF 17 RESIDENTS) PREENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
FALL 1970 SEMESTER 


RESIDENT ID NO. 


TITLE 


NUMBER 


1 


Effective Speaking 
Sociology I 


2 


27 


Sociology I 


1 


34 


Preparatory English 
Preparatory Reading 


2 


43 


Elementary Painting 


1 


44 


Intermediate Painting 


1 


46 


Principles of Accounting I 
Western Civilization II 


2 


* 48 


Composition 11 
American History I 
Psychology II 


3 


50 * 


Composition II 
Afro-American History 
Abnormal Psychology 
Music Appreciation 
Sociology I 


5 


65 


Western Civilization I 


l 


69 


Business Organization and Management 


1 


76 


Principles of Science I 


1 


11 


20 



* Student attained matriculated status - attempting full-time program. 
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Of the first group (17^ who started in the educational program by 
attending Nassau Community College in September .969, eleven are preenrcileJ 
for the Fall 1970 semester. Nine members of this group have enrolled for 
all three regular semesters (summer not considered a regular semester). 

The six remaining members of this first experimental group were 
traced. It was revealed that: one is working in the Topic House thera- 

peutic program; two are working in therapeutic communities outside Nassau 
County; One is still in therapy at Topic House; one has completed the House 
program and is gainfully employed; and one "split"^ in the Spring and is 
thought to have reverted to drug abuse. 



44 •' s p I i t M - people who were in Topic House at one tinv >luntarily 

before completion of therapeutic program-- without any 

notification to House administrators. 
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TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS WHO EN ROE LED FOR THE FIRST TIME AT NASSAU 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE IN THE SPRING 1970 SEMESTER-THE SECOND EDUCATIONAL GROUP 

During the fall and winter of 1969, the investigators and the O’/R 
counselor reinterviewed Topic House residents who had been among the initial 
groug of 75, but who „ere not yet involved in the educational program. 

They also spoke with residents who had joined the House subsequent to the 
75. Several of these had been interviewed in August, 1969. Out of those 
interviews came recommendations for spring 1970 part-time enrollments at 
Nassau Community College for a second group of 23 residents, Table 11 
lists profile data for these residents, fourteen of whom were part of the 
group of 75, 



TABLE 11 

PROFILE DATA OF 23 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 



ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
SPRING 1970 SEMESTER 






Number of 


Variable 


Residents 


AGE: 




18-22 


14 (4)* 


23-27 


7 (3) 


Over 27 


2 (2) 


SEX: 




Male 


18 (8) 


Female 


5 (1) 


VETERAN STATUS: 




Veteran 


2 (2) 


Nonveteran 


21 (7) 


MARITAL STATUS: 




Single 


21 (9) 


Married 


2 (0) 


HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA: 




Ceneral Equivalency 


8 ( 5) 


Regular 


15 (4) 


OTIS 1 ,Q, 

Mean 109 

Median 108 





* ( ) = new residents not part of initial 75, 
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The 23 residents were interviewed on two separate occasions (Table 12) 
regarding their expressed vocational goals. Two residents who expressed 
uncertainty at the first interview identified a goal at th, iscond one. 

It is interesting to note that the second group of residents had a wider 
range of go*ls than the first group (see Table 2). 

TABLE 12 

VOCATIONAL GOALS OF THE 23 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDE*!? 

ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
, FOR SPRING 1970 SEMESTER 



Goals 


Number of 


Residents 


Initial 

Interview 

3/69-8/69 


CVR 

Interview 

10/69-12/69 


Art 


2 


1 


Business 


4 


3 


Cooking 


1 


l 


Drug Addiction Treatment 


4 


7 


Engineering 


1 


1 


Journalism 


1 


1 


Music 


1 


l 


Theatre 


1 


1 


Veterinary Medicine 


0 


l 


Uncertain 


8 


6 



This group of residents was given a treatment which the first group 
of 17 was not exposed to. In an effort to determine their reading, English 
rnd mathematics abilities, 20 of the 23 residents In this group were given 
the Princeton Cooperative English and Math tests by the Chairman of the 
Nassau Community College Reading Department. The missing three residents 
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were unsvaiLable for testing due to schedule conflict* . Appendix B 
contains the mid-percentile rankings for the students in each category 
as measured against national norms* 

As might be expected, the range in each category was extensive. The 
residents' abilities ranged from a great potential for college study 
to those who were seriously deficient. The group's rankings against the 
national norms were poor, the lor^ exception being in the arithmetic area. 

The tests were used to advice the students about course selection^ 

In those cases where serious deficiencies were shown, every effort was 
made to enroll the residents in preparatory or fundamental communications 
and mathematics courses. 

The investigators followed th'' same registration procedures for this 
group as with the earlier one. Profiting from the development of func- 
tional relationships with pertinent personnel at the College, and also 
from procedural errors, mainly clerical, the investigators were able to 
effect enrollments with greater efficiency and ease. More effective 
liaison between the College and OVR was also a consequence of the 
procedural improvements. 

The variety of subjects for which the 23 residents enrolls was 
consistent with their expressed vocational goals (refer to Table 12). 

Many of the courses, however, could be viewed as exploratory in nature. 

Fifteen of the 23 residents persisted until the end of the semester; 
only one received a failing grade. Ten of the persistors attempted a 
single course and were successful. Four students attempted a two course 
load; only one passed both courses; another passed one and has an incomplete 
in the second; the third withdrew from one and passed the second; the re- 
maining student failed one and withdrew from the second. The resident who 
enrolled In three courses was successful in all of them. 
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TABLE 13 



INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCE OF THE 23 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
ATTENDING NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE (SECOND EDUCATIONAL GROUP) 



SPRING 1970 SEMESTER 



RESIDENT ID NO. 


COURSES TAKEN 


GRADE* 


TITLE 


NUMBER 


3 


Philosophy I 


1 


NP 


5 


Preparatory Reading 




NP 




Introduction to Music Literature 


2 


WP 


7 


English I 


o 


F 




Art Appreciation 


£ 


NP 


10 


Introduction to Data Processing 




B + 




Introduction to Data Processing 


2 






Programming 




NP 


11 


Marketing 


1 


WP 


26 


Introduction to Data Processing 


1 


C 


31 


English I 


1 


WP 


3? 


Effective Speaking 


1 


8 


31 


Marketing 


1 


C+ 


58 


Preparatory Reading 


1 


s 


60 


Preparatory Reading 


1 


NP 


61 


Psychology 1 




WP 




Developmental Reading 


2 


WP 


63 


Preparatory Reading 




NP 




Preparatory Mathematics 


2 


NP 


71 


Marketing 


1 


B 


78 


Psychology 1 


1 


C+ 


79 


Effective Speaking 


l 


B 


80 


Effective Speaking 


1 


C + 


81 


Art Appreciation 


1 


s 


82 ** 


Principles of Science 11 




B 




Elements of Music 11 


3 


C+ 




Chorus 




B + 


83 


Introduction to Theatre 




A 




Acting 1 


2 


A 


8A 


Marketing 


1 


B 


85 


Effective Speaking 


1 


NP 


86 


English 1 




Inc 




Introduction to Theatre 


2 


A 


23 


32 





* Complete explanation of grading system - refer to Appendix A 
** Resident completed requi rements - graduated 
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It is interesting to note that eight out of the nine residents who 
were new to the Topic House community completed the semester whereas only 
seven out of the fourteen residents from the initial group of 75 completed it 
As with the first educational group, the instructors were asked to com- 
ment about student performances (Table 14). Positive characteristics were 
displayed by 18 of the 23 students and are Listed in Categories I and II. 

An analysis of these 18 residents* scholastic performances revealed that 14 
of them earned passing grades. Ten of these 18 were from the initiaL group 
of 75; six had passing marks. 



TABLE 14 



INSTRUCTORS' COMMENTS ABOUT THE 23 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
ATTENDING NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE - SPRING 1970 SEMESTER 


CATEGORY 


COMMENTS 


NUMBER OF 
RESIDENTS 


I 


Positive 

Attentive 

Participates 

Serious 

Well Motivated 


12 


II 


Fine Student 
Intel ligent 
Mature 
Potential 


6 


III 


Negative 

Deficiencies in Reading and 
Understanding of Concepts 
Deficiencies in Verbal and 
Written Expression 


10 


IV 


Did not complete ^ork 
Excessive absences 
Inattentive--rarely took notes 
Lack of interest 
Rejected help 


9 
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The investigators, as they had with the first group, evaluated the 
personal behavior characteristics of the 23 residents (Table 13). Sixteen 
of the residents were considered to have displayed pcsytive characteristics; 
five of whom also revealed additional characteristics of insecurity and 
improper motivation (Category 111). Fourteen of the 16 earned passing 
grades. Seven residents reflected only negacive characteristics. 



TABLE 15 



11 VESTIGATORS’ COMMENTS ABOUT THE 23 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
ATTENDING NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
SPRING 1970 S*3iESTER 



CATEGORY 



COMMENTS 



NUMBER OF 
RESIDENTS 



II 



Positive 

Motivated 

Sees Need for Education for Career 
Serious 

Willing to Work Hard 

Articu iate 

Intelligent 

Potential 

Shows insight - mature 



10 



IV 



Negative 

Does not act upon offers for help 
Insecure * fear of failure 
Insufficiently motivated 
Unreliable 



12 



The instructor' and the investigator^ comments were in agreement 
in a great number of cases. Favorable comments were given by both to 
eight individuals from the new resident group and to six individuals 
from the initial 75. 
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During the Spring 1970 semester arrangements were made for preenroll- 
ments in the College for both the Summer 1970 and Fall 1970 sessions. 

Six of the 23 residents enrolled for the summer* 

TABLE 16 



INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCES OF THE SIX TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
(FROM SECOND EDUCATION GROUP OF 23) ATTENDING NASSAU 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE - SUMMER 1970 SESSION** 



RESIDENT ID NO. 


COURSES TAKEN 


GRADE * 


TITLE 


NUMBER 


3 


Philosophy 1 


1 


WP 


31 


Music Appreciation 


1 


C+ 


79 


Composition 1 


1 


F 


81 


Basic Painting 




A 




Fundamentals of Drawing 


A 


A 




Three-dimensional Design 




B 




Ceramics 




B + 


83 


Psychology 1 


1 


B+ 


84 


Composition I 




WP 




Effective Speaking 


2 


WP 


6 


10 





* Complete explanation of grading system - refer to Appendix A 
** Two sessions 



It is interesting to note that the student who completed the first 
summer session and earned a failing grade split from the House. One 
student who withdrew (passing) had withdrawn from the same course Curing 
the Spring semester. Three of the six students earned passing grades. 

Fourteen residents pre regi stered in the Spring for the Fall 1970 
semester (one of whom split during the summer). The courses in which these 
students enrolled remained (Table 17) consistent with their interest in 
specific vocational areas as well as in exploratory and Liberal arts 
programs. 
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TABLE 17 



COURSES ^REREGISTERED IN BY THE 14 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
(FROM SECOND EDUCATION GROUP OF 23) AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

FALL 1970 SEMESTER 


COURSE 


TITLE 


Print Making 
Intermediate Painting 




Effective Speaking 


Fashion and Costume Design 




Western Civilization 1 


Composition I 




Music Appreciation 


Creative Writing 




Piano 


Introduction to Deta Processing 




Psychology 1 


Introduction to Computers 
Computer Programming I 




Psychology 11 


Business Organization and Management 
Salesmanship 




Developmental Reading 


Advertising and Sales Promotion 




Acting X 


Principles of Retailing 




Acting XI 

Experimental Theatre 1 



As of August 1970, 14 of the 23 residents expressed their intention 
of continuing education at Nassau. The nine remaining residents are 
engaged in the following: two are working as aides in drug treatment 
centers outside Nassau County; one holds a full-time job and is no longer 
at the House; one split from the House during the summer; one is pregnant; 
one graduated from the College and i *: employed by the Nassau County Drug 
Abuse and Addiction Commission; two are still in therapy; and one reverted 
to drugs and is untraceable. 

There is still fall registration available for those in therapy 
but who have not expressed a further interest in education at this time. 



There is also the possibility of other vocational training programs becoming 
available in the future that may interest or meet the needs of these 
particular residents. Contact with them will be maintained. 
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TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS WHO ENROLLED FOR THE FIRST TIME AT NASSAU COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE IN THE SUMMER 1970 SESSION-THE THIRD EDUCATIONAL GROUP 



During the Spring 1970 semester, the investigators and the OVR 
counselor interviewed Topic House residents who had not been interviewed 
previously, or had been interviewed but had not been involved in the 
educational program. Table 18 lists profile data for the 13 residents who 
enrolled for the Summer 1970 Session at Nassau Community College, 



TABLE 18 

PROFILE DATA OF THE 13 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
ENROLLED FOR THE FIRST TIME AT NASSAU COMMUNITY 



COLLEGE- SUMMER 1970 SESSION 



Variable 


Number of 
Residents 


AGE: 




18-22 


1 (5)* 


23-27 


(5) 


Over 27 


(2) 


SEX: 




Male 


1 (11) 


Female 


(1) 


VETERAN STATUS! 




Veteran 


(2) 


Nonveteran 


1 (10) 


MARITAL STATUS: 




Single 


1 (10) 


Married 


(2) 


HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA: 




General Equivalency 


(5) 


Regular 


L (7) 


OTIS I ,Q, 




Mean 103 




Median 104.5 

— — — — — ■ — — — — - 





* < ) = new residents not part of initial 75, 
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The vocational goaLs of the 13 residents ae expressed to the OVR 
counselor and the investigators in April 1970 are listed in Table 19, 

Only one resident in this particular group was a member of the initial 
group of 75. Therefore, there was no time lag between the investigators 1 
interview and that of the OVR counselor as reported for the two previous 
educational groups. 



TABLE 19 



VOCATIONAL GOALS OF THE 13 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
FOR SUMMER 1970 SESSION 



Coal 8 


Number of 
Residents 


Art 


1 


Business 


4 


Drug Addiction Treatment 


5 


Music 


1 


Sociology 


1 


Zoology 


1 



The range of interestsof these 13 was comparable to those of the 
group that entered In the Spring 1970 semester, (refer to Table 12) but were 
wider than those of the earliest group (refer to Table 2). 

The first educational group (September 1969) contained the largest 
number of residents with goals in the drug addiction treatment area. As 
later groups entered the educational program, their range of interest seemed 
to expand with a decrease in this particular goal. 

The courses for which the 13 summer students enrolled are listed 
together with their grades in Table 20, 
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TABLE 20 



INDIVIDUAL SCHOLASTIC PERFORMANCE OF THE 13 TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 



ATTENDING NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE - SUMMER 1970 SESSION 



Resident ID No. 


Courses Taken 


Grade* 


Title 


Number 


16 


Music Appreication 


2 


C 




Western Civilization I 




c+ 


87 


Art Appreciation 


2 


NP 




Composition I 




NP 


88 


Psychology I 


1 


WP 


89 


Principles of Science I 


1 


D 


90 


Child Development 




C 




Biology I 


c 


B 


92 


Effective Speaking 


2 


B 




Developmental Reading 




WP 


93 


Psychology 1 


1 


WP 


94 


Basic Painting 


1 


B 


95 


Psychology I 


1 


A 


96 


Psychology I 


1 


WP 


97 


Principles of Accounting I 


1 


WP 


98 


Effective Speaking 


1 


A 


109 


Introduction to Data Proce 


ssing 1 


D 


13 


17 





* Complete explanation of grading system - refer to Appendix A 
ID # 1-75 =■ initial group at Topic House 
76- = new residents at Topic House 

t 

Only one of these summer students was from the initial group of /5. 

He completed and passed both courses attempted. Seven of the twelve new 
Topic House residents completed and pissed at least one of their summer 
courses. Two of these had attempted a two course load; one passed both, 
the other withdrew from one and pe^. ed the other. 

Comments from the instructor 0 ir \ the investigators were not gathered 
during this session due to the compact summer schedule. 

Six of these 13 residents preenrolled for the Fall 1970 semester. 
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TABLE 21 



COURSES F RE REGISTERED IN BY THE SIX TOPIC HO. '3 RESIDENTS 
(FROM THIRD EDUCATION GROUP OF 13) 

AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE - FALL 1970 SEMESTER 

Course Title 

Advertising and Sales Promotion 

Composition I 
Preparatory English 

Concepts ot Mathematics 

Developmental Reading 

Effective Speaking 

Introduction to Data Processing 

Psychology I 

Sociology I 

Western Civilization I 

It should be pointed out that registration for the Fall L9 7 0 semester 
is still possible for this group, and there is every likelihood that 
additional courses will be added. The investigators and the CVR counselor 
expect to work with a newly designated County Drug Commission counselor in 
expediting further enrollments. 
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TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS WHO ENROLLED FOR THE FIRST TIME AT 
NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE IN THE FALL 1970 SEMESTER 
THE FOURTH EDUCATIONAL GROUP 



Preregistration was held during the Spring for students planning to 
start college work in Fall 1970 semester. All Topic House residents 
were once again screened. Ten residents who had not previously gone to 
school preenrolled for the Fall. Three of this fourth educational group 
were from the initial group of 75. 

TABLE 22 



PROFILE DATA* OF THE TEN TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS ENROLLED FOR THE FIRST TIME 
AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE - FALL 1970 SEMESTER 


VARIABLE 


NUMBER OF RESIDENTS 


AGE: 




10-22 


8 


23-27 - 


1 


Over 27 


1 


SEX: 




Male 


6 


Female 


A 


VETERAN STATUS: 




Veteran 


1 


Nonveteran 


9 


MARITAL STATUS: 




Single 


9 


Married 


1 


HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA: 




General Equivalency 


3 


Regular 


7 



* IQ’s unavailable. 
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The vocational goals of these ten are not too different than those of 
the previous group (Table 23). , It should be remembered that this group has 
only expressed the intention of pursuing a college education* This demon- 
aeration, by enrollment, is taking place several months prior to the actual 
event. Change of plans and desires usually occurs with any group of students, 
but Is to be anticipated especially with this unique group of potential students. 

TABLE 23 



VOCATIONAL GOALS OF THE TEN TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
ENROLLED AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE FOR FALL 1970 SEMESTER 


GOALS 


NUMBER OF RESIDENTS 


Art 


1 


Business 


1 


Drug Addiction Treatment 


1 


Social Work 


2 


Sociology 


1 


Theatre 


1 


Uncertain 


3 



A listing of the courses in which interest was demonstrated are given 



in Table 24* 



TABLE 24 



COURSES PREREGISTEPL'D IN BY THE TEN TOPIC HOUSE RESIDENTS 
(FROM FOURTH EDUCATION GROUP) AT NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

fall 1970 semestfr 


COURSE TITLE 


Preparatory English 




Effective Speaking 




Developmental Reading 




Psychology l 




Sociology I 




Principles of Accounting 


1 


Composition I 




Salesmanship 




Introduction to Theatre 





Since the data reported is concerned with preregi stmt ion , the ten 



residents should not be considered as the sum total of the fourth educa- 
tional group. Fall registration may produce an increase, decrease in 
numlc r and possible alteration of the group's piofile. 
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COMPARATIVE PROFILE DATA OF THE THREE GROUPS OF TOPIC HOUSE 
RESIDENTS WHO ENTERED NASSAU COMMUNITY COLLEGE AT DIFFERENT TIMES 1 



The data in Table 25 shows how the resident student groups compared 
with each other. Group I had a larger percent of people in the 23-27 year 
old category than either of the other groups. This group also had the 
highest percent of veterans and married students, possibly due to the older 
age factor. 

A total of 63 residents from Topic House have participated in the 
educational program by enrolling at Nassau Community College (Table 26). 
Eleven of the first group of 17, 14 of the second group of 23, six of 

the third group of 13, and ten residents new to the educational program 
have enrolled for the Fall 1970 semester. Thirty-three residents from the 
initial group of 75, plus one who no longer lives at the House, were 
participants. Twenty-three of these students have preenrolled for the 
Fall term. 

Thirty-four individuals from the 53 who have actually attended class 
have been successful (earned at least one passing grade) in their educa- 
tional endeavor. 

It is too early in the program to measure other benefits that the 
residents, scholastically successful or unsuccessful have gained from 
their involvement in the educational program. 



*Fall 1969, Spring 19^0, Summer 1970 
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